
Crowdsourcing ideas 
for the ‘park of the 
future’: London Collective 
partners with City of 
London Corporation, 
Siemens, Dar Group and 
Commonplace.

http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk
http://www.nationalparkcity.london
http://parkpowermap.commonplace.is
http://www.dargroup.com
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Two unexpectedly positive effects 
of the Covid-19 crisis have been 
the renewed interest in the value of 
community and the role of the park 
in everyone’s life. Both have been 
transformed from ‘nice-to-have’ into 
critical resources: not for decades 
have our city parks been so 
appreciated as places to exercise 
or socialise.

The City of London Corporation manages and 
protects 11,000 acres of green space in the Capital, 
including Hampstead Heath, Epping Forest, West 
Ham Park and over 200 small sites in the Square 
Mile. It is participating in a major London Collective 
project to gather opinion and data about London’s 
parks, using ideas crowdsourced from the public 
to produce a vision – including designs and 
recommendations – for the ways they could be 
future-proofed and become even more valuable.

Joining the City of London Corporation in the 
initiative is the smart infrastructure arm of Siemens 
and the urban design teams of the London 
Collective and Dar Group. Using the industry-
leading Commonplace engagement platform, the 
three-month research project, launched today at

parkpowermap.commonplace.is

will reach contributors from all walks of life across 
London, asking them how they use parks, what 

they enjoy about them, and what they think could 
be improved. Questions are grouped around the 
themes of health and wellbeing, food, art, events, 
music, heritage, safety and digital connectivity 

– and with Covid-19’s dual challenges of social 
distancing and social connection in mind.

Oliver Sells, Chairman of the City of London 
Corporation’s City Gardens and Open Spaces 
committee, said:

“The City Corporation looks after a vast range 
of open spaces, from the pockets of green 
in the Square Mile to the unique beauty spot 
which is Hampstead Heath. Through Covid-19 
we have seen a wide and substantial increase 
in the use of our spaces, with new visitors 
and people using them in different ways. We 
need to be constantly aware of how people 
are using our parks, to know what they need 
from them and how they add to the wellbeing 
of urban residents and tourists – whilst also 
protecting these spaces. We are excited to 
see the outcomes of this project and look 
forward to sharing the findings with other 
towns and cities in the UK”

Max Farrell, Founder & CEO of the London 
Collective, says:

“Parks are playing a heroic role during this 
crisis. They are our ‘Natural Health Service’, 
and we should care for them and nurture 
them in return. This project will encourage 

What’s your vision for 
the park of the future?

2
#PARKPOWER _25 JUNE 2020

http://parkpowermap.commonplace.is
http://parkpowermap.commonplace.is


people to really think about the power of 
parks and green spaces, and what they need 
in order to play an even more vital role in our 
everyday lives. We want Londoners to write 
the brief for the parks of the future.”

Dan Raven-Ellison, founder of London National 
Park City, says:

“London is the world’s first National Park City 
and almost half of it is green space, making 
a major contribution to our health and 
wellbeing. We need to ensure parks meet the 
needs of future populations as well as those 
of the other species that inhabit them. Having 
a positive vision for a park of the future, based 
on input from Londoners, will be a big step in 
the right direction.”

Frank Bruno, founder of mental health charity 
the Frank Bruno Foundation, adds:

“I am delighted with the connection between 
the London Festival of Architecture and the 
Frank Bruno Foundation. I have always been 
an advocate for exercise in the open air. 
Parks are the perfect place for exercise, 
quality family time and, when social 
distancing allows it, team games. Mental 
health issues do not go away and exercise in 
parks, from a simple walk to something more 
vigorous, can be an important part of dealing 
with mental health problems.”

Tim Webb, of GoParks.London, says:

“Cities are all about people. These are the 
places we’ve chosen to live. We need space 
for children to play outside their front doors, 
space for people of all ages, and those 
spaces must always have the best quality 
nature we can nurture. People-centred cities 
are welcoming, inclusive, creative, attractive 
and prosperous.”

Mike Saunders, CEO of Commonplace, says:

“We believe in the power of digital to enable 
meaningful engagement about the future of 
green spaces in London. This is an opportunity 
for a big conversation that enables people to 
see what their neighbours – as well as others 
much further away – are thinking about 
parks, and we hope will spark creativity and 
produce imaginative suggestions for how they 
could be evolved over the next decade.”

Nick Smith, International Relationships Director at 
Siemens, says:

“We are very excited to be a partner in this 
important project. Digital technologies allow 
us to create smart parks – green spaces 
that are even better and safer to use. For 
example, Internet enabled bins could tell 
us when they’re full, so waste collection 
services can be run more efficiently. Lighting 
could automatically adjust depending on 
visitor levels; music could be programmed 
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depending on where you are in the park and 
the time of day; mobile wayfinding apps 
could help people plan their visit. With a 
thorough understanding of how Londoners 
are actually using their parks, we’ll be able to 
make them work better for our communities’ 
needs.”

The #ParkPower project is part of 
the London Festival of Architecture, 
an event with a global audience 
which this year takes the theme of 
‘Power’. The first stage of the project 
opens today. The London Collective 
will reveal the outcomes, designs 
and vision later in the summer.

For more information contact 
Rosie Cade, founder of 
Jamie Hadley and member of 
the London Collective 
rosie.cade@ldn-collective.com

07838 368194

  @LDNCollective_

Project 
partners

The City of London Corporation is the governing 
body of the Square Mile, dedicated to a vibrant and 
thriving City, supporting a diverse and sustainable 
London within a globally-successful UK. It protects 
11,000 acres of green space in the capital, including 
Hampstead Heath and Epping Forest, and over 
200 smaller sites in the Square Mile. The City of 
London Corporation funds its open spaces with 
over £29 million a year. They include important 
wildlife habitats, Sites of Special Scientific Interest, 
and National Nature Reserves. They are protected 
from being built on by special legislation.

cityoflondon.gov.uk

The London Collective is a virtual network of built 
environment experts and creatives fighting hard to 
improve people’s lives and the planet’s prospects. 
Their members are world renowned experts in 
social impact, zero carbon and modern methods 
of construction as well as architects, engineers, 
graphic designers and film-makers. As a diverse and 
eclectic group, they are bound by a set of values 
and a cost-effective business model. Whether it’s 
a thought leadership campaign or the design and 
construction of a piece of city, they are a ‘one stop 
shop’ for projects in the UK or anywhere in the world. 

ldn-collective.com
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Siemens Smart Infrastructure (SI) is shaping the 
market for intelligent, adaptive infrastructure for 
today and the future. It addresses the pressing 
challenges of urbanisation and climate change by 
connecting energy systems, buildings and industries. 
SI provides customers with a comprehensive end-
to-end portfolio from a single source – with products, 
systems, solutions and services from the point of 
power generation all the way to consumption. 
With an increasingly digitalised ecosystem, it 
helps customers thrive and communities progress 
while contributing toward protecting the planet. 
SI creates environments that care. Siemens Smart 
Infrastructure has its global headquarters in Zug, 
Switzerland, and has around 71,000 employees 
worldwide.

siemens.com/smart-infrastructure

Commonplace is a leading online community 
engagement platform that helps over 250 local 
authorities, developers and community groups 
connect people to places. Customers are able to 
harness the power of community feedback through 
engaging with people, collecting their ideas and 
suggestions to make better, mutually beneficial 
planning decisions. By enabling communities to host 
inclusive conversations about changes taking place 
within the built environment, Commonplace delivers 
trusted collaborations which improve the quality of 
life and the social fabric of neighbourhoods.

commonplace.is

The National Park City Foundation is the charity 
behind the idea that cities and urban areas can 
be National Park Cities, inspired by the ethos 
behind rural National Parks. London National Park 
City (LNPC) is a place, a vision and a movement to 
improve life in London by making London greener, 
healthier and wilder.

nationalparkcity.london

Dar Group is an international network of professional 
service companies, comprised of more than 19,050 
staff members assisting clients in over 100 countries 
around the world. We’re dedicated to planning, 
designing, engineering, and project managing 
facilities, installations and structures that contribute 
to the sustainable advancement of communities 
worldwide. With its principal offices in London, 
Paris, Barcelona, Solagna, Chicago, San Francisco, 
Oakland, Cincinnati, St Louis, Beirut, Cairo, Amman 
and Pune, Dar Group operates from a total of 
200 offices in 58 countries spanning the Americas, 
Europe, Australasia, Middle East, Africa and Asia.

dargroup.com

The Frank Bruno Foundation provides support, 
encouragement and the motivation to succeed 
for those facing and recovering from mental health 
issues, by providing opportunities to participate in 
a wellbeing and non-contact boxing programme, 
supported by a needs-led wraparound service. 
The Foundation directly supports participants in 
building self-esteem, confidence, resilience and 
discipline, applying these skills to their daily lives.

Please visit

thefrankbrunofoundation.co.uk

to donate or fundraise for the 
Frank Bruno Foundation, our 
charity partner tackling mental 
health issues.

5
#PARKPOWER _25 JUNE 2020

http://www.siemens.com/smart-infrastructure
http://www.siemens.com/smart-infrastructure
http://www.commonplace.is
http://www.commonplace.is
http://www.nationalparkcity.london
http://www.nationalparkcity.london
http://www.dargroup.com
http://www.dargroup.com
http://www.thefrankbrunofoundation.co.uk
http://www.thefrankbrunofoundation.co.uk
http://parkpowermap.commonplace.is

